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Abstract

Since Buddhism has a major role in Thailand, it receives direct patronage from the State for its
development, maintenance, and management of ecclesiastical valuables using the State budget or receiving
particular protection by the law. In addition, Buddhism benefits from indirect patronage through special State

ceremonies or as the national culture.

The 2017 Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand introduces some obvious changes in the provisions that
grants a new definition and emphasis of Buddhism, as well as delivers a special protective measure through
the people’s participation. Meanwhile, the Sangha Act of 1962 was amended to include changes in the
conditions and process of the Supreme Patriarch appointment by the King with the Prime Minister’s
countersign. The new changes eradicate the Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand’s nomination and approval

power.

These amendments of the law affect the people and the religious institution; they lead to questions
on freedom of religion and cause discrimination that could bring about the conflict of faith. Moreover,

society’s equality and justice will be affected.

Therefore, the main purpose of this article is to point out the problem and the consequences from

the amendments of the law.

Keyword: Buddhism, 2017 Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, the Sangha Act
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